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quitting it, as long as the compound exists, those motions which constitute a part of the total energy of the molecule ?
We shaU'eonfine ourselves to these brief observations, which will at least have shown the cause of the interest which attaches to the attempt of Le Bel and Van't Hoff.
Biot often insisted upon molecular dissymmetry as the cause of rotatory power, and upon the assistance which this remarkable physical property of certain bodies would one day offer to the study of their constitution. This was a prediction which was fulfilled when Pasteur showed the relation which exists between rotatory power and crystalline dissymmetry. But with liquid or dissolved substances it is no longer a question of crystals, bat of molecules, and the considerations relative to molecular dissymmetry were, as it were, the offspring of pure chemistry. They have been deduced from the theory of atomicity, and are connected with modern ideas upon the links existing between atoms in combinations.